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1. Title
Techniques to Manage Contaminated Arable Soils

2. Type
Commission Symposium: Comm. 3.5-Soil degradation control, remediation, reclamation

3. Organizer(s) & Convener

Prof. Yuan Shen

Chinese Society of Soil and Fertilizer Sciences, Department of Soil and Environmental
Sciences, National Chung Hsing University, 250 Kuo-Kuang Road, Taichung, 40227,
Taiwan, ROC.

Tel: 886-4-22872619 Fax: 886-4-22862043 e-mail: yshen@nchu.edu.tw

* Convener
Prof. Dr. Zueng-Sang CHEN
Prof. Dr. Dar-Yuan Lee

4. Rationale

With the rapid increase of industrial activities globally, arable soils have been worldwide
contaminated by various organic and inorganic compounds which poses serious threat
to food safety and environmental quality. Cleaning these soils is both time-consuming
and difficult. To strengthen the studies of monitor, control, or removal of the
contaminants in these soils, these concerns will prompt the emergence of cost-effective
and less disruptive alternatives of management on the arable lands.

5. Objectives

The main objective is to bring together researchers in different disciplines with
contamination study for arable soils. Secondly, new information of remediation and
management for the soils will be mutually exchanged among the researchers through
this symposium.

6. Description

This symposium will explore the latest developments and applications of innovative
approaches and advanced technologies in contaminated arable soils. Emphases will be
placed on the better understanding and knowledge of management practices in
response to the growing interests in food safety as well as environmental quality.

20WCSS 1F Haeoreum Bldg., 16, Yeoksam-ro 17 Gil, Gangnam-Gu, Seoul 135-925, Korea

Secretariat Tel +82-2.566-5058, +82-2-557-8422~3  Fax +82-2.566-6087  Email wess@20wcss.org  Website www.20wess.org
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1. Title
Paddy Soils-New Approaches in Paddy Soil Management for Food Safety and
Environmental Quality

2. Type
Working Groups Symposium

3. Organizer(s) & Convener

Prof. Yuan Shen

Chinese Society of Soil and Fertilizer Sciences, Department of Soil and Environmental
Sciences, National Chung Hsing University, 250 Kuo-Kuang Road, Taichung, 40227,
Taiwan, ROC.

Tel: 886-4-22872619

Fax: 886-4-22862043

E-mail: yshen@nchu.edu.tw

* Convener:

Dr. Ho Ando

Dr. Zueng-Sang CHEN
Dr. Yong Sik OK

4. Rationale

Rice is Asia’s most important food crop and its producing area is rapidly expanding due
to increases of world consumption. Paddy rice requires ample amount of irrigation
water. The flooded paddy field is a major emitter of CH4. Over fertilization has
produced serious environmental pollution and human health problems. Heavy metal
pollution also poses serious threat to food safety. Improvements of management
practices have been and will continue to be underpinned by the scientific discovery and
advances in technologies.

5. Objectives

The main objective is to bring together specialists in various branches of paddy soil
studies, particularly in the area of irrigation, fertilization, organic agriculture, precision
agriculture, GHG emission reduction, and pollutant mitigation.

6. Description

This symposium will explore the latest developments and applications of innovative
approaches and advanced technologies in paddy rice management. Emphases will be
placed on the better understanding and knowledge of the paddy rice management
practices in response to the growing interests in food security and safety as well as
environmental quality.

20WCss 1F Ha

Secretariat Tel +8 s ax } ICSS Website ww
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From: Alfred Hartemink
To: Alfred Hartemink
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 9:41 PM

Subject: Invitation to send a team to the inaugural International Soil Judging Competition

To: National Soil Science Societies

Invitation to send a team to the inaugural International Soil Judging Competition
Dear Colleagues,

At the 20™ World Congress of Soil Sciences to be held in Jeju, Korea in June 2014, an
exciting initiative of the IUSS Commission 4.4 (Soil Education and Public Awareness) will
be the staging of the inaugural International Soil Judging Competition.

This competition will be held over three days (June 5™-7", inclusive) immediately
preceding the Congress, and will be open to teams of students currently studying soil
science at university. Teams will represent countries and may contain no more than four
students, although any combination of full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students is
permissible. Each team will have a coach, who would normally be an academic from the
same country as the student team. Each country may field up to two teams.

Although more details will follow in coming months, the broad format of the competition is
as follows;

(i) student teams spend two days familiarising themselves with the soils and
landscapes of the Jeju area by describing a number of practice pits
(i) at each practice pit, students describe soil morphological features, classify

the soil and make interpretations from their data — all features, classifications
and interpretations are worth points and the coach assists during these
practice sessions

(iii) on the third day, students attempt four competition soil judging pits — two
as individual soil judging and two as team soil judging — the winning team
will have the best aggregate points tally from the individual and team
judging pits. Coaches are not to provide assistance on the competition day.

An international Coordinating Committee has been set-up to promote and organise this
competition, and a Korean Task Force has also been set-up to organise the logistics of the
competition in Jeju.

The Coordinating Committee would like to request that national society members of
the 1USS (e.g. Soil Science Society of America, Soil Science Australia) be responsible
for nominating the members of the team, or teams, from their countries, along with


mailto:hartemink@wisc.edu
mailto:hartemink@wisc.edu

the team coach(es). It will be up to each national society to decide how the team members
and coach(es) are selected.

We would like the national societies to finalise their nominations of team members and
coach(es), to the Coordinating Committee, by March 20", 2014.

While there will not be an entry fee for teams to participate in this competition, all
participants must register for the WCSS 20. It is likely that national societies will need to
support their teams financially, to some extent. More details of funding arrangements and
possible subsidies will be forthcoming over the next few months.

Members of the Coordinating Committee, with whom you may wish to discuss details of
this competition, are;

Stephen Cattle, Australia (stephen.cattle@sydney.edu.au)
Cristine Morgan, USA (cmorgan@ag.tamu.edu)
Ldcia Anjos, Brazil (lanjos@ufrrj.br)
Chris Baxter, USA (baxterch@uwplatt.edu)
Cornie van Huyssteen, South Africa (vanHuyssteenCW @ufs.ac.za)
John Kim, Korea (johnkim@uos.ac.kr)
Erika Micheli, Hungary (micheli.erika@mkk.szie.hu)
Rosa Poch, Spain (rosa.poch@macs.udl.cat)
Christian Walter, France (Christian.walter@agrocampus-ouest.fr)
Jingguo Wang, China (wangjg@cau.edu.cn)
We look forward to staging a truly international and exciting soil judging competition, and
we hope that your country can be involved by sending a team or two.

Regards,

Stephen Cattle

Coordinating Committee for the International Soil Judging Competition
Chair, Commission 4.4
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